
ere the raiding-army stole away in midwinter after Twelfth 
Night to Cippenham, and over-rode and occupied the land of 
Westseaxe, and drove many of the people across the sea, and the 

greatest part of the others they overrode - except Ælfred the 
king with a small troop went with difficulty through woods and 

into swamp-fastnesses. And that same winter Ubbe, a brother of Ivarr 
and Hálfdan was in Westseaxe in Defnascir, and he was killed there, and 
800 men with him and 40 men of his war-band; and there the banner which 
they called 'Raven' was taken.  

And the Easter after, King Ælfred with a small troop built a 
fortification at Æthelingæg, and from that fortification, with the men of 
that part of Somersæte nearest to it, was making war against the 
raiding-army. Then in the seventh week after Easter he rode to 
Ecgbryhtesstan to the east of Sealhwudu, and there came to join him all 
Somersæte and Wiltunscir and that part of Hamptonscir which was on this 
side of the sea - and were glad of him.  

And one day later he went from those camps to Island Wood, and one day 
later to Eðandun, and there fought against the whole raiding-army, and 
put it to flight, and rode after it as far as the fortification, and settled 
there fourteen days; and then the raiding-army granted him hostages and 
great oaths that they would leave his kingdom, and also promised him that 
their king would receive baptism; and they fulfilled it. And three weeks 
later the king Guðrum came to him, one of thirty of the most honourable 
men who were in the raiding-army, at Aller - and that is near 
Æthelingæg - and there the king received him at baptism; and his chrism-
leasing was at Wedmore; and he was twelve days with the king, and he 
greatly honoured him and his companions with riches.

© THOSE HISTORY PEOPLE


